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DAYTON, Ohio -Rather than confront similar water issues from four attack points, 
regional water agencies have decided to band together for applied research and training of 
benefit to all. 
Montgomery and Greene counties, Dayton and Xenia have contracted with the 
University of Dayton tp form the Regional Water and Wastewater Research and Training 
Center. The $120,000 pilot program will also involve the Dayton Area Graduate Studies 
Institute, Wright State University, the Air Force Institute of Technology, Central State 
University and Wilberforce University. 
"The cooperation of everyone getting together with the universities for studies on 
common problems is a great idea and it benefits everybody," said James A. Brueggeman, 
director of the Montgomery County sanitary engineering department. "And it benefits the 
students. It will give them real, practical, down-to-earth work they can get their teeth into and 
work on solutions." 
Projects may address issues that cross county and municipal lines, such as the Upper 
Little Miami watershed remediation directive from the Environmental Protection Agency. 
"Little Beaver Creek, which runs along State Route 35 and drains into the Little "Miami 
River, is the main river that's impaired in the Upper Little Miami watershed," said Steve 
Safferman, associate professor of civil and environmental engineering at UD and director of the 
center. "Wastewater treatment, pesticides, lawn care run-off and storm events all co~tribute to 
the health of the river. The state EPA, through the national EPA, says it has to be remediated." 
Projects submitted to researchers may address similar EPA directives or other issues 
specific to one water or wastewater plant, he said. Members will submit proposals for research 
projects to the board of directors, chaired by James Herman, former chief operating officer of 
Woolpert LLP. The board will match projects with researchers from the university partners and 
the three graduate and five undergraduate student research positions provided by the center. 
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Safferman will head the training program of the center, offering courses for continuing 
education credits for water and wastewater plant operators, as required by the state, with the 
subjects tailored to the needs of the members. 
It will also accept research proposals from nonmembers. "Under the umbrella of the 
consortium, we can pool the talents of faculty at our universities for research projects," he said. 
Projects can be state or federally supported or contracted for by consulting firms. 
As the center develops, activities may include school projects to help primary and 
secondary school students learn about water and wastewater issues "so that people learn not to 
empty motor oil into storm sewers and what excessive use of pesticides can mean," Safferman 
said. 
In-kind support for the Regional Water and Wastewater Research and Training Center is 
being provided by the Kettering Foundation and the Grailville education and conference center. 
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For media interviews, contact Steve Safferman at (937) 229-2982 or via e-mail at 
steven.safferman@notes.udayton.edu and James A. Brueggeman at (937) 496-7044 or via e-mail 
at brueggemanj@mcohio.org. 
